The increasing importance, recognised by WHO, of prospective randomised clinical trials has led to discussion of the need for their careful regulation in the interests of maintaining high professional ethical standards. Ethical In summary, I wish to emphasise that in planning and conducting clinical trials we involve the patients. Their cornerstone of trust rests in the faith that their rights, even those unknown to them, will be recognised and honoured by the physician. These rights were beautifully summarised and expressed by V Peters;7 a) the right-to seek consultation b) the right-fully to understand treatment c) the right-to know the treatment alternatives and ramifications d) the right-to help with treatment decisions. I am deeply convinced that the International Federation of Surgical Colleges is extremely sensitive to these basic human rights in medical experimentation.
